 TOCKENHAM PARISH COUNCIL
 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

Tuesday 16th January 2024 at 7pm
1. Present:  Cllr D Kirby Chairman (DK), Cllr Kevin Woolnough (KW), Cllr Julie Marshall (JM), Cllr Richard Walker (RW), Wiltshire Councillor Allison Bucknell (AB), Rita Harris (Clerk) (RH)
One member of the public attended.
 AGENDA
 ORDINARY AGENDA:
2. Public Question Time –   an opportunity for members of the public to address the Council on any Council matter.  
Geoff Cowling attended the meeting. Mr Cowling discussed the recent flooding at properties at Tockenham Corner. The insurance company of the resident who experienced the flooding have asked if the flooding was a result of the local landowners not maintaining ditches and water courses etc. If this is the case, the insurance company may sue the landowners. 
Farmers are responsible for any ditches on or adjacent to their land.

Residents are at liberty to challenge landowners if they feel they are not maintaining ditches to help prevent flooding.

KW advised that there is to be inspections by Wiltshire Council taking place in February and he and AB will also attend.

3. Report from Wiltshire Councillor
Wiltshire Councillor AB joined that meeting at 20:00. 
March Area Board meeting is the Highways Matters meeting. Will be held at Lyneham on 13th March. 

Lyneham Banks repair is out for tender. Work hoped to start in 2024.

4. Apologies for absence:  Cllr Nick Polkinghorne (NP). 
5. Declaration(s) of Interest - In accordance with the Parish Councils (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2001 and revised (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007
None.
6. Minutes – 
The Council to approve as a true record the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 23rd November 2023.

Proposed by KW, Seconded by JM all minutes as a true record of the            meeting. DK signed as a true record of the meeting.  
Clerk confirmed that following the last meeting, Chair signed the 6th September 23 minutes as a true record of that meeting and this is held by Clerk.


  Agreed unanimously by members who were present.
  Minutes previously circulated.
7. Clerks Report – 
Noted/for information items will not be discussed unless request made: 
DK asked if there was anything that needed to be discussed from the information only list. None.

· Improved training facilities will better serve student police officers.

· Ridgeway National Trail Winter 2023
· Update for Town and Parish Councils note availability of Community Ownership Grants

· Town and Parish Council Clerks / Council Meeting - Notes - 8th December 2023 RH attended meeting. Quick update on items discussed at the meeting which included Neighbourhood planning - funding can be applied for to cover consultant fees, Home upgrade grant of £36m available to low income families without gas, Household support fund of £5.4m available for 12 months, Community Ownership fund is open again and funding available of up to £5k for exchange councillor trips to France.
· Briefing Note 23-38: Vibrant Wiltshire Vacant Unit Grants

· Policing, Priorities and Pounds, Wiltshire and Swindon Precept survey - Digital toolkit

· Latest news: Christmas opening hours, fly-tipping prosecutions, help with cost of living and more.

· PCC seeks residents’ views on investment required to improve policing services in Wiltshire.

· Area Board Communications
· Latest news: Your chance to Ask the Leader, funding to improve Wiltshire's roads, cost of living support available and more.

· A Unique Concert for Wiltshire - raising funds for The Bobby Van and others. To be held in Salisbury Cathedral 8th February 2024.
· WALC - December 2023 Update

· Chief Constable update to the PCC 5th Jan 24.
· Storm Henk update
· Latest news: Waste collection update, leisure membership offer, deadline looming for primary school applications and more.
Other items: -
· Neighbourhood planning – Need to review Tockenham’s plan.

· Operational Flood Working Group North Hybrid Meeting Thursday 23rd November KW attended virtual meeting. Dates not yet received for visit to Tockenham. Only two officers plus Martin available for visits. AB suggested KW emailed Renata to ask for an update on when our visit will be held. To copy AB in email.
· RWB&C Area Board Community Safety Group 08 December 2023 and meeting of 12th January.

· KW attended December meeting with guest speaker Nic Prentis, Flooding Manager. KW confirmed that we are including items covered by Nic in our Emergency Planning. 
Toilets still being vandalised in Wootton Bassett. 
Police can close roads in times of flooding.
KW raised points with Nic re flooding reports requested by Wiltshire Council following Storm Babet. TPC sent off all the information requested but we still have not had a date for when inspections will take place Now central government have requested more information that will require information from affected residents to complete. KW suggested that a meeting is held with the affected residents to collate the information requested. 
KW has six weeks to complete the information requested. KW suggested two meetings, 26th January, and 27th January. He will forward invites via DK 17th January. When meeting takes place KW will go through things in detail with Nic Prentis about all the concerns raised following flooding.

DK attended safety meeting last week – fly tipping was main topic. DK will forward slides to RW once received. DK asked what happens if fly tipping is on private land. Landowners have been prosecuted for moving rubbish from their land onto WC land as this is considered fly tipping. Landowner must get rid of the rubbish in the correct manner. 

Vans need to be licenced to take rubbish to a tip.

Cannabis Farm discovered in Wootton Bassett.
Response Teams from Swindon will use Bassett Police Station, as well as Wiltshire Police.

Parking still a problem around schools around drop off and pick up times.

Clack Hill – Horses have become loose recently.
· Royal Wootton Bassett & Cricklade Area Board's next meeting - 17th January 24.
· Dog Poo – DK contacted Dog Warden who has sent stickers asking people to pick up after their dogs that DK has put up around the village. 
Resident recently affected did not want to use CCTV.

· Postponement of Litter Pick: New date 2nd March weather permitting. We have all the equipment we need now. 
· Sinkage in Park. Site visit took place 11th July. Ultrasound recommended. Not heard back, contacted Paul Ashman. He confirmed ultrasound required. Resident has spoken to KW about what is happening following the initial visit. KW will advise that we are still trying to get this sorted. 
· Community Ownership Fund –Next round of Community Grants we will look at moving this forward. (Carried forward. Dependant on meeting with D. Barnes.)
· Briefing Note 23 - 32 Response to recent Council Climate Action Scorecards. – RW looked at this and advised that this is an independent assessment carried out by Wiltshire Council – overall Wiltshire Council have done quite well and are 5th out of single tier authorities. 
Recycling – food waste not collected in Wiltshire although the Government want weekly collections of food but our contract with waste collectors does not include this. Due by 2026. 
· Extra cash left over from funding from SSEN will be used for costs incurred for the Emergency Plan. Blankets may need to be purchased.
· Tockenham Parish Council support for Climate and Ecology Bill. – RW to look at. 
RH to send a copy of this to RW to comment on.

Spot to be added to Agenda to include Environmental issues after Play area, and Rights of Way for NP after Highways. 
· Emergency Plan –Level one completed and approved. Level Two meeting held on Tuesday 9th January. DK to update W C with our progress. DK will put something together for level two and send off. Next meeting 20th February.
· Councils - Connect your community to the Slow Ways national walking network. DK will check this out.
· There is damp in the village hall that a quote came in at £11k. The lease for the Village Hall runs out in 2034. There is concern that we spend more on Hall than the length of the lease warrants. If this is an environmental issue, we can look to apply for a grant through Lyneham Solar Panel Site.  
The lease states that the hall should be in the same state at the end as it was in 1977 when the lease was signed. DK and KW to visit David Barnes in New Year to discuss the situation.

· CPRE WILTSHIRE BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION. Tockenham received a cash prize of £200. To discuss what this will be spent on next meeting. Possible new sign for village hall. We are not allowed to enter the general competition in 2024 as winners in 2023, but there is a competition for winners that we are eligible to enter.
JM advised that she has costed a slate sign for the village hall at £300.00. To be      raised at the next Village Hall meeting to replace the old one. KW will measure the existing sign. 
NALC Model contract of employment has now been agreed. DK has contacted TM no need for action as pay increase agreed ready for April 24.
· Presentation being given by the Counter Terrorism Team Tuesday 30th January 24. KW will look at in connection with the annual Fair.
· Resident had an accident at Primrose Hill side of Orchard Lane after hitting one of the stones on verge. Reported to DK and JM. Resident concerned that the same thing could happen to another resident, although this is the first time it has ever happened. Stones have been on the verges for many years and are well known to local drivers. Although it is not known how they got there, they do protect the verges from vehicles – especially the larger agricultural vehicles. Villagers would particularly look to protect areas which are maintained and kept looking nice for the well-being of the residents. The matter was discussed, and it was decided that it is not necessarily a parish council responsibility. 




All previously circulated.  
8.     Planning            
PL/2023/08536 - Works to a Listed Building
Address: Barn to the West of Meadow Court, Tockenham, Swindon SN4 7PH
Proposal: Conversion of an existing stone barn into a small family home.

Discussed at EPM 7th November and comments submitted to Wiltshire Council.

Tockenham Parish Council have no objection to this application as it is using an existing building - making it a Brown Field Site. Also, it fits in with the Tockenham Neighbourhood Plan which looks to limit development to 10 homes over the 10 years of the Plan (we currently have 3 homes - and 2 ancillary accommodations). Our only concern is the expected extra traffic movements on our narrow, single-track lanes. We hope that this application will give extra credence for an extra Passing Place - as submitted recently to our LHFIG team.




Under Consultation
Lilybrook House

The house is in Tockenham, the works applied for are in Lyneham. Application to change building into single story dwelling.

No objection, concern re access. DK to submit comments. Under Consultation
Upnans - Bungalow at top of village as you leave, toward Lyneham, a new structure is being built (opposite Red Lion Cottage). Criteria for Class E building states structure should not be more than 50% of the land left following building. There is also a height restriction. Does it need planning permission? DK has queried this, and it is now under investigation. DK will chase for a response.
All planning applications should be for proposed works rather than retrospective.

Weekly Lists - Week ending 3rd December 2023 - PL/2022/09481 - Full Planning Permission Address: Land at Grittenham, Chippenham, Wilts, and SN15. Proposal: Change of use of land to private Gypsy site and 2 no stables Decision Date: 30-11-2023 Decision: Refuse  
 
9. Finance and Administration - To consider financial matters and to pass for payment.
Invoices to be approved.

· Clerks Salary - £268.80

· HMRC for Clerk’s salary £ 67.20

· Printer Ink for Clerk £24.87

· Retrospective agreement donation toward printing costs of community magazine £300.00 – PAID.
· Retrospective agreement for Survey quote for Rowley Copse passing place - £450.00. Not yet Paid.

· Retrospective agreement PC contribution for Passing only signs LHFIG £230.50. Not yet Paid.

        Proposed by RW and seconded by JM.   KW to set up payments, RW to authorise.
 Invoices approved unanimously.
To note Bank balance £ 34,539.77 as of 3rd January 2024.
Income and Expenditure Noted.

KW is having issues with getting NP set up on our bank account. Will leave for a week or so and if necessary, contact one of the other councillors to have a try.

To agree Budget and Precept for 2024 and to pass to Wiltshire Council. Meeting agreed budget and precept. Proposed by KW and seconded by JM. Unanimous.

Documents circulated to councillors before meeting.

10. Highway Matters 
See separate sheet. KW advised that most of the issues are with Martin Cook and he is not getting any response from him AB advised that MC’s time is being taken up with flood alerts and sorting aftermath of flooding.
General update on recent flooding and current road situation from KW – Covered.
     Verges – visibility splays on corners bad. Verges have been cut. 
    Request from resident for “No Parking” sign outside Heron Pond Cottage.    Discussion around passing   places and signs required. To be raised at LHFIG meeting need for Passing Place Only signs. Cost of Signage to PC agreed by email at £221.00 to be presented at 10th Jan 24 LHFIG meeting. Update Agreed at LHFIG meeting.
Survey quote for Rowley Copse passing place. PC cost £450.00 
Outline costs for passing place will be presented at 8th May 24 meeting. 

9. Play Area
Appears that Hayden Bernard has left Idverde. Awaiting response from Wayne Fripple. DK has now contacted Paul Ashman who has promised to chase for a response.
New grass cutting rota waiting for responses from volunteers.

Concern expressed by resident about a man running football coaching sessions in park. To make enquiries concerning insurance.


10. Councillor reports
           > Update on War Memorial ownership – ongoing.
> JM keeps an eye on Facebook, DK asked her to continue to advise residents on WhatsApp group.

           > Update on lease situation 
· Christmas Tree Fund raising
 11. Date of Next Parish Meeting: 12th March 24.


  Dates for future meetings.
Annual Parish Meeting 10th April 24 - DK has invited other organisations to attend.
All Councillors to report on their own responsibilities at the meeting.

Annual General Meeting15th May 24.
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